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	JUNIOR CRICKET NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2006


Welcome…..

To the latest junior cricket newsletter where all of the coaches have prepared a review of their particular age groups activities during 2006.  The junior season runs for about twelve weeks and with three teams playing each week it has been a busy time, especially for home matches where we have had to fit in with the two senior teams that also play midweek cricket.  We would like to extend our thanks to Trevor Westley and his helpers for providing excellent pitches for all of our matches.  

Our thanks also go to all those parents, guardians, relatives and friends who have ensured that for all of our matches we have had the right number of players at the right place at the right time. Also a big thank you to all of those who have umpired, scored, and made half time refreshments. Notwithstanding, more helpers are always welcome to take some of the load off pressurised team managers/coaches.

Not quite the end of the season though – so we will continue to run coaching of Friday evenings through the rest of the summer (though not 11 August)  and go up to 8th September (the last senior league matches finish on the 9th). And we have already made …..

Plans for the Winter and 2007 Season

All three coaches feel decisions on the playing structure for next year should be made early so that the club, players and parents can be aware of what is happening.

Therefore it has been decided that in 2007 the club will run teams as follows :

· Under 11 in the Borders Haverhill League (Sunday mornings)

· Under 13 in the Cambridgeshire Youth League (Monday evenings)

· Under 15 in the Cambridgeshire Youth League (Thursday evenings)Please note that neither of the Cambridgeshire teams will be entered in the age groups premier league.

If you have enjoyed your cricket this year then please spread the word amongst your friends as more players are always welcome. We also hope to be able to give some of the better players in each age group the opportunity to experience playing in the age group above their own.

Winter Coaching

A number of players were invited to indoor nets at Linton College last winter.  These sessions included the use of video analysis to enhance the coaching process.  The plan is to do this again this winter and the sessions will be organised for the New Year.  To make this type of coaching effective we need small groups, so once the dates are booked we will issue invites to players.  

Group coaching

There is an opportunity for players in the age groups 7-11 and 11-14 to get some group coaching via Borders Junior Cricket Coaching Club, which operates out of Samuel Ward school in Haverhill. Baz and Steve already coach for the group and Richard may also be taking part this winter.  Details are as follows:

Membership

:£10 per year (payable at first Winter session)

Benefits


:10 x 2 hour coaching sessions (5 in Winter + 5 next Spring)

Winter Dates

:Ages 7-11  Friday Sept 29, plus Friday(s) October 6,13,20,27 (start 6:15pm)

 Ages 11-14  Mondays October 2,9,16,23,30 (start 6:15pm)

If you wish to take part in this coaching opportunity then please attend the first session of the appropriate age group.

2006 Junior Cricket Group Reports
Under 11 Season  - It has been absolutely marvellous seeing the enthusiasm and growing skills of the young cricketers in the U11 age group this year. We played 11 games during the season and for many of the players this was their first taste of organised cricket. We managed a great win against Abington B at the Kwik Cricket tournament, but were mainly playing against teams at least 1 year older, next year I expect we will be able to compete on a level footing.
Most coaching nights have seen over 20 youngsters in action, we covered everything from Baz’s ballet to off breaks to pull shots to long barriers to kwik cricket to diamond cricket. The help from parents on those evenings was also fantastic.
Thanks to all the parents and supporters who delivered the cricketers to the coaching sessions and made sure we got to the matches and cheered on the runs.

Baz Oram (tel: 01223 291276; email:  bazoram@btinternet.com)
Under 14 Season – The U14 team had a challenging year playing 7 league matches against some of the best teams in the county which produced some notable individual and team performances, eg:

Batting:

· Sam Till 24 (v Histon), 20 (v Longstanton Grasshoppers) & 27 (v Granta)

· Luke Youngs 24 not out (v Camden) & 24 (v Granta)

· David Golding 37 not out (v Granta)

· Jonnie Milne 30 (v Camden)

Bowling:

· Henry Wade 2-21 (v Longstanton Grasshoppers) & 2-9 ( v Camden)

· William Wade 3-4 (v Longstanton Grasshoppers)

· Luke Youngs 2-11 (v Camden)

· David Golding 2-14 (v Camden)

· Matt Barker 2-13 (v Granta)

There were some very close results during the year demonstrating the team’s commitment to developing their game against some very good opposition, eg:

· Longstanton 77-8 after 20 overs; Weston 63-8 after 20 overs

· Camden 92-9 after 20 overs; Weston 72-7 after 20 overs

Dogged team performance of the year was against Cambridge Granta on 8 June 2006. Batting first Granta scored 149-4 after 20 overs. Weston Colville’s determined reply saw the Under 14 team at 91-1 after 20 overs. 

We enjoyed two friendly matches during the year; a pre-season game against old friends Babraham and the tour visit by Kampong from Holland who afterwards treated us to a splendid barbecue to mark the end of their tour.

A number of the current U14 squad also had the opportunity to experience more senior cricket within the U15 team and the mid-week and weekend 2nd XIs.

Friday night training coaching sessions were well attended by a core group of the team and their skills noticeably developed during the year as we sought to combine the coaching of technical skills in individual and game-type concepts with having some fun, albeit sometimes at each others expense (including mine!). 

It has been a pleasure to work with all members of the squad this year. From a coach’s perspective it is always rewarding to see individuals gain in skill and confidence and every now and you see that spark of recognition as a player remembers a training drill and understands how to transfer it to the game, eg. the apparently simple fielding act of anticipating a batters shot and starting to move in the expected direction of the ball. 

All members of the squad can feel proud at what they have achieved individually and as a team this year and should look forward to next season when we propose to enter the squad at Under 15 league level - but next year in the league level where competing teams are more evenly matched.

Richard Golding (tel: 01223 290441; email: rj.golding@virgin.net)

Under 15 Season - It is fair to say that 2006 has been a challenging season.  But that was the intention.  Having won last years U15 League without losing a game the next logical step was to enter the U15 Premier League, and thus play against the best players in the county at that level.  So this year saw the team playing against Granta, St.Giles, Sawston, Chatteris and Hardwick. 

It took a little while for the team to settle at this level and although some early games were lost performances began to improve.  The final analysis was Played : 7, Won : 3, Lost : 4. The three other league matches were not played due to bad weather or running out of time at the end of the season.  We had a short cup run, beating Abington and Whittlesford before falling to Sawston, who eventually won the competition.

We also entered into the Borders Under 15 League, where just 4 teams played each other once.  Wins against Haverhill and Hundon were offset by a last ball defeat at Gestingthorpe so we finished second.  There is still one outstanding fixture and that is the U15 Cup Final where we will play Gestingthorpe (at present we do not have a date for this match). 

The future….

For many of you the association with junior cricket is now over.  Many of you are already playing adult cricket either for Weston Colville or other local clubs.  For those of you who are not yet playing adult cricket, but would like to, then please contact me and I will put you in contact with the right person. Weston Colville run two midweek sides and two Saturday league sides so there is plenty of opportunity to play.  

Coaching

Whatever your age and ability, there is always something new to learn or to improve on.  The key to improvement is a willingness on the part of the player to acknowledge that help is required.  I, and the other coaches at the club, have been trained to observe, suggest and recommend ways in which you can become a better player.  Just because you have moved out of the age group does not mean that the coaching has to stop.  What will change is that coaching will become more of a one to one arrangement where the player and coach work together to make the improvements.  As a coach I will be happy to work with any of you, but for your part you must WANT to improve and thus put the effort in to get the results.  Please contact me if you want to set up a one to one coaching session.

And finally…

It is some fours year ago since I became heavily involved with what is now the 2006 U15 team.  You have come a long way since then, developing into good junior players whilst also starting to turn in good performances at adult level. I hope that in the last four years Weston Colville Cricket Club has been able to give you a start to what will become a long and successful career in the game. 

From my point of view I make no secret that I prefer to coach rather than be a team manager, and over the last year or two the role of manager has taken up more time than expected. Therefore next year I plan to take a break from team management so that I can concentrate on the coaching.  

I wish you all the best for your future in the game.

Steve Potter (tel: 01440 763765; email: stevepotter@sjphome.fsnet.co.uk)
